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Research Degree Qualification Rates

HEFCE circulated, on 1 October, its first annual publication of qualification rates for research degrees for all institutions in England (HEFCE 2007/29). This forms part of their commitment to support excellence in the national research base and is one measure by which the quality of research degree programmes can be assessed. The Quality Assurance Agency for Higher Education (QAA) will use this information as part of its evidence in its institutional reviews. 
The rates are derived from data submitted to HESA and are calculated over a seven year period for the years 1999-2000 to 2005-06. The rates are based on the proportion of student enrolling onto a full-time research degree programme in 1999-2000 and qualifying by the end of 2005-06. Data is provided separately for full-time Home/EC and full-time Overseas students. Each individual institution’s rate is compared with a sector adjusted average.

The tables show that Exeter has rates of 83% for Home/EC and for 80% for Overseas students which compares favourably with benchmarks of 73% and 72% and places Exeter joint 14th and joint 13th respectively.

The full report can be found on the HEFCE website at http://www.hefce.ac.uk/news/hefce/2007/postgrad.htm 
